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ABSTRACT:

This study examined the impact of an after-school service-learning program on the 
relationship between a Research I university and a local school district. Participants included 
eight middle school students, three teachers, and one administrator. Data from interviews, 
field notes, and memos showed stakeholders viewed the university–district relationship 
positively but complicated with the city. Students valued academic support and mentoring, 
while staff highlighted strengthened university-school relations. Communication difficulties 
highlighted ongoing challenges in sustaining effective service-learning partnerships.

THEMATIC FOCUS:

Blockage and Clearance: Physcal, infrastructural, financial, or organizational barriers or 
portals to community engagement.

Convergence and Intersections: How increasing or decreasing hyperconnectivity can 
impact community engagement.
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