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ABSTRACT:

We present an innovative service-learning project linking social work students with
community organizations. Using a community-developed methodology, students evaluated
fintech apps and provided reviews for public use. The project illustrates how
hyperconnectivity can foster authentic community engagement, positioning students as
knowledge creators rather than passive learners. Outcomes include enhanced student
financial wellness, increased awareness of economic justice, and meaningful community
contributions through collaborative technology that bridges academic learning with real-
world needs.

THEMATIC FOCUS:

Convergence and Intersections: How increasing or decreasing hyperconnectivity can impact community
engagement.

Floods and Droughts: Too much of one thing, not enough of another. How complimentary partnership can
fill the gaps.
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