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Housing instability presents critical challenges across all communities. In two Georgia counties,
the University of Georgia Archway Partnership’s Issue Work Group model is addressing these
needs through collaboration with community partners and resources from UGA. Leveraging
stfudent engagement, faculty mentorship, and data-driven decision-making, two community
issue work groups have developed initiatives, conducted research, and mapped assets. This
session highlights strategies for higher education-community collaboration, experiential
learning, and building sustainable solutions to local housing challenges.

Floods and Droughts: Too much of one thing, not enough of another. How complimentary partnership can
fill the gaps.

Gauging the Waters: Using research and assessment to course correct or gain deeper insight.

Sara Hand serves as an Archway Professional with the University of Georgia’'s Archway
Partnership in Colquitt County. Previously, she was Assistant Director of the Abraham Baldwin
Agricultural College’s Georgia Museum of Agriculture, where she managed human resources,
budgeting, special events, volunteer coordination, and educational programming. Sara
earned both her bachelor’'s degree in Agricultural Communication and her master’s degree
in Agricultural and Environmental Education from the University of Georgia. She is currently
pursuing a Doctor of Public Administration at Valdosta State University.
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