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ABSTRACT:

The Auburn University Rural Health Initiative, in partnership with Alabama Extension, 
bridges critical healthcare gaps in rural communities. By leveraging Extension’s deep 
local networks and the University’s academic resources, this collaboration delivers 
needed healthcare and tailored prevention and education programming to rural 
communities. Participants will learn the portals and barriers to success that 
complementary partnerships face in providing community centered health and wellness 
programming and in increasing utilization of and access to healthcare.

THEMATIC FOCUS:

Blockage and Clearance: Physical, infrastructural, financial, or organizational barriers or portals to 
community engagement.

Floods and Droughts: Too much of one thing, not enough of another. How complimentary 
partnership can fill the gaps.
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