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ABSTRACT:

Houston’s 22 bayous shape both ecology and culture. At the University of Houston–
Downtown, the Bayou at your Doorstep project engaged graphic design students in visual 
storytelling to highlight the importance—and vulnerabilities—of these waterways. Culminating 
in a public Earth Day exhibition with over 31,000 attendees, the project bridged classroom 
and community through environmental education, design activism, and zero-waste 
initiatives. This presentation explores lessons learned, community partnerships, and strategies 
for replicating civic engagement through design.

THEMATIC FOCUS:
Convergence and Intersections: How increasing or decreasing hyperconnectivity can impact community 
engagement.

Floods and Droughts: Too much of one thing, not enough of another. How complimentary partnership can 
fill the gaps.
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