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ABSTRACT:

This poster aims to promote conversation about how universities can better integrate 
academic, professional, and civic outcomes into work study programs while strengthening 
local communities. The America Reads / America Counts program at Mercer University 
connects Federal Work-Study students with local schools to strengthen literacy and numeracy 
skills. This poster highlights the program’s structure, training model, and reciprocal community 
partnerships. Impact data, including student reach and service hours, will be presented 
alongside tutor reflection statements.

THEMATIC FOCUS:

BLOCKAGES AND CLEARANCE: PHYSICAL, INFRASTRUCURAL, FINANCIAL, OR ORGANIZATIONAL 
BARRIERS OR PORTALS TO COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT.

GAUGING THE WATERS: USING RESEARCH AND ASSESSMENT TO COURSE COURSE CORRECT OR 
GAIN DEEPER INSIGHT.
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