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ABSTRACT:  

This is an examination of student reflections following their participation in an endowment 

funded experiential learning opportunity at a regional state university located in a rural 

community. With a hope of promoting this teaching method in other programs, and an aim of 

encouraging institutions to engage with their local communities, this analysis reveals how 

students understood and interpreted the real-world impact of their grant making experience. 

In contrast to traditional classroom practice exercises, the real-world impact of their 

involvement in this course affected every student in some way. 
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